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Item 6 – Additional item 
 

Update on Children and Young People's Health 

Purpose of Report 

To provide an update on the work programme. 

Summary 

The report gives a summary of the work undertaken since September 2012. 

 

Recommendation 

Members are asked to note the update. 

Action 

LGA staff to action as necessary. 

 

Contact officer: Samantha Ramanah 

Position: Adviser 

Phone no: 0207 664 3079 

E-mail: Samantha.Ramanah@local.gov.uk  

 

mailto:Samantha.Ramanah@local.gov.uk


 

Community Wellbeing Board 

16 January 2013 

Item 6 – Additional item 
 

Update on Children and Young People's Health  

Background 
 

1. Children’s health services have traditionally received a ‘disproportionately low priority’ 
with international comparisons of outcomes suggesting that the NHS in England does 
not do as well as it should for children and young people1. The Health and Social Care 
Act 2012 offers an opportunity for children and young people’s health services to be 
prioritised in the new public health system. 
 

2. Children's health is a Board priority for the Children and Young People Board, the work is 
overseen and co-ordinated by the Joint Children and Young People and Community 
Wellbeing Board.  
 

3. Over the past 18 months the LGA has worked with Government, the health sector and 
local government during the transition phase to ensure councils and health bodies 
understand their statutory duties and responsibilities. 

 

Update on work 
 

4. A series of conference to help council's tackle their public health responsibilities has 
been developed and delivery is underway. To date conferences on the council's role for 
reducing obesity and smoking have been delivered, a resource sheet focusing on each 
public health issue and looking at the key questions to ask, ideas for success, case 
studies and policy information have been produced and launched at each conference.  
Conferences on the council's role in tackling drug and alcohol issues, mental health and 
teenage pregnancy will be delivered between January and April. 
 

5. We are working with the Society of Local Authority Chief Executives (SOLACE) and the 
Association of Directors of Children's Services (ADCS) to align and raise our shared 
concerns with the Department of Health (DH) and Department for Education (DfE). 

 

6. As part of the work with SOLACE and ADCS we are engaging with the DH and DfE on 
safeguarding issues. In particular we are working with DH to produce a safeguarding 
accountability document for the health sector and local government to ensure there is 
clarity about roles and responsibilities for safeguarding and that there is a shared 
understanding about how safeguarding will operate in the new health system. 

 

7. We are working with SOLACE, ADCS, DH, NHS Commissioning Board (NHS CB) and 
other relevant stakeholders to address the key transitional issues facing children and 
young people's health services.  For example we are working with DH and the NHS CB 
to mitigate the risks of fragmentation of commissioning services for 0-5 year olds which 
will transfer from the NHS CB to local authorities in 2015. 

 

8. The Government is due to publish its response to the Children and Young People's 
Health Outcomes Forum report. The Government has committed itself to providing a 
system wide response to the Forum's recommendations. The strategy will detail what 
each body in the new health system will do to address the Forum's recommendations. 
We are working with the DH to ensure the Government’s response adequately reflects 
the role of local government. 

 

9. We are continuing to share knowledge and information about children's health issues on 
the Knowledge Hub for Health and Wellbeing Boards. We are also continuing to use the 
dedicated children’s health webpage on the LGA's website to host children’s health 
related resources from across the LGA. 

                                                           
1
 Getting it right for children and young people, Kennedy Review, September 2010: 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_119446.pdf 
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